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Orna Zaig is a seasoned professional dedicated to human development, women’s
leadership, and community empowerment. She holds a B.A. in Educational
Counseling and Criminology (Bar-Ilan University) and an M.A. in Political Science
(University of Haifa), along with a Teaching Certificate and a School Management
Certificate from Beit Berl College. She is also trained in professional coaching
through the Coaching Excellence program.

Drawing on extensive experience in leadership, training, and organizational
management, Orna founded a community that included over 1,000 women to
encourage leadership and empower women, and for this she received a
“Trailblazer” certificate awarded by the mayor.

Orna has played a key role in the creation and guidance of Women’s Councils
across numerous municipalities and has led community initiatives that have
supported and elevated hundreds of women. More recently, inspired by her book
and research on the Jewish community of Baghdad, she has begun serving as a
guide at the Museum of Babylonian Jewish Heritage, sharing historical and cultural
insights with depth and clarity.

About Orna Zaig

Orna Zaig
Writer
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PUBLISHED BOOK

The Dressmaker of Baghdad: An emotional
historical fiction novel based on a true story

The Dressmaker of Baghdad, published in 2025 by ebookPro, is a critically
acclaimed historical novel and one of Amazon’s bestsellers. Its publication
has brought significant recognition to the author, highlighting her talent for
crafting rich, immersive narratives that resonate with readers. 

The novel’s compelling storytelling, intricate characters, and vivid
depiction of Baghdad in the 1930s and 1940s, have earned it widespread
acclaim, and it is now open for publication in other languages, providing
an opportunity to reach audiences across the globe and share this
evocative story with readers everywhere.
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https://ebook-pro.com/en/book/the-dressmaker-of-baghdad/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/237066835-the-dressmaker-of-baghdad


In newly emancipated Iraq, a talented Jewish girl is caught at the
crossroads between freedom and tradition to define what home and
family truly mean.

Baghdad, 1946. Esther, a romantic young woman born in Mandatory
Iraq, never knew her birthmother who passed away when she was just
seven years old. The eldest of three siblings, she spends her days raising
her younger brothers, Zion and Salman, under the watchful eyes of their
cold stepmother. The only comfort she finds lies in the rich fabrics of the
great city markets, sewing dresses in Western fashion brought in by the
British.

Seam by seam, Esther starts to make a name for herself as a dressmaker.
When the handsome Mordi and his mother move into her family’s spare
room, Esther is immediately enamored. Their short romance blooms, until
Mordi’s health forces them apart as he is sent to a year of recuperation
abroad.

Without Mordi by her side, Esther’s life grinds to a sorrowful halt. With
her one true love gone, and her country on the verge of a violent coup
that will reshape its people for generations, Esther’s dream of a better
life is put to the test—setting in motion a chain of events that exposes
her family’s buried past and the true story behind her mother’s death.

SYNOPSIS

THE DRESSMAKER

OF BAGHDAD: 

AN EMOTIONAL

HISTORICAL

FICTION NOVEL

BASED ON A 

TRUE STORY.

Book cover in English

5



The Escape from Baghdad and the Search for a
New Destiny

Esther's carefully balanced life was shattered by
painful family secrets and Mordi’s abandonment.
Coupled with rising political persecution, these
events made her fear that her fate (maktub) was
sealed in Baghdad.

The danger to Tzion within the Zionist underground
made staying impossible. When he planned his
escape to Israel, Esther chose to join him, defying
her father’s wishes and actively embracing freedom.

Their flight to Iran became an act of courage, a
deliberate rejection of a predetermined life. By
leaving, Esther transformed passivity into action. Her
final words, “This is how a new life begins,” mark the
start of her journey toward a new destiny (nassib).

Baghdad in 1930 was a lively, multicultural city, full of bustling markets, vibrant streets, and
communities coexisting peacefully long before the wars that would change it forever.
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RECOGNITION

AND REVIEWS
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CONNECTION WITH

THE HISTORY

Discover Babylonian Jewish
Heritage
Orna leads tours at the Museum of
Babylonian Jewish Heritage, sharing
historical and cultural insights with
depth and clarity. She brings the
stories, traditions, and heritage of the
community to life for every visitor.
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EMPOWERMENT &

RECOGNITION

Leading Change Organization

In 1999, Orna Zaig began dedicating more time to her city, Rosh HaAyin,
and its community, which inspired her to establish a municipal organization
for women. The initiative was designed to provide support in various areas
and to encourage female leadership and empowerment. Under her
guidance, the organization grew rapidly, reaching over 1,000 members
within a few years and becoming a central hub for women’s activities in
Rosh HaAyin.
The organization’s success was formally recognized when it received a
Certificate of Honor as a “Leading Organization for Change”, highlighting
its impact on the local community.
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Recognition

In the photo, Orna is with Mayor Moshe Sinai, visiting the organization’s center and showing him around.

The mayor, Mr. Moshe Sinai, presenting
a certificate in recognition of her
outstanding work for the city.
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The photo documents Orna’s
activities in different cities
and communities in Israel on
the topic of women’s
empowerment. Here we see
the conclusion of a leadership
course led by Orna for 120
women from the city of Beit
Dagan. The women received
training in leadership
development and civic
engagement.

WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP COURSE
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In 2018, she won 3rd place in the national short story
competition “Hannah”. Her recognition in this prestigious
contest marked a turning point in her life, as it was the
moment she truly began to embrace her identity as a
writer.

This achievement not only validated her passion for
storytelling but also opened doors to new opportunities,
inspiring her to dedicate more time and energy to honing
her craft. Winning this award gave her the confidence to
share her voice with a wider audience and instilled a
belief that stories, no matter how small, have the power to
connect people and spark change. It was the beginning of
a journey that would shape her career, fuel her creativity,
and define her path as a writer committed to exploring
meaningful themes and touching hearts through words.

The photo shows her certificate alongside a group photo of the other winners. 

“Every story begins with recognition

and this was the spark that ignited my

journey as a writer."

Orna Zaig
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She was honored with a
certificate recognizing her
as a “Pioneering Woman.”
This award celebrates her
trailblazing contributions,
leadership, and the
inspiring example she has
set for others. Being
named a “pioneering
woman” reflects her role in
breaking new ground,
driving positive change,
and empowering others to
follow in her footsteps.

"To be called a pioneering woman is

to be recognized not only for what

you achieve, but for the path you

create for others to follow."

Orna Zaig

Pioneering
woman
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ELECTION

 Running for more female representation 
in the city council

In 2018, she decided to run as an independent candidate in the city
council elections. At the time, the majority of the council was male, which
she found concerning. Believing that more female representation was
needed to influence the lives of the city’s residents positively, she stepped
forward to bring a new perspective to local governance.

The local newspaper covered her campaign, highlighting her vision and
key messages. She also participated in the opening conference of her
election campaign, demonstrating her commitment to engaging the
community and advocating for meaningful change.
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 ELECTION CONFERENCES
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PRESS
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